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NATIONAL PARKS, NEW 

369. Mr F.M. LOGAN to the Minister for the Environment:  
Like most Western Australians, I am keen to see the creation of the 30 new national parks promised under the 
Labor Government’s “protecting our old-growth forests” policy.  Can the minister please outline progress 
towards achieving this objective?   

Dr J.M. EDWARDS replied: 
I thank the member for the question.  Shortly after question time, I will give notice of a motion to introduce into 
the Parliament a Bill to create the first batch of new national parks.  We are making good progress on our 
election commitment to create 30 new national parks.  The proposals for 20 of those new national parks have 
been put out for full public consultation.  The boundaries have been modified according to the feedback we have 
received and have been finalised by Cabinet.  Six new national park indicative boundaries have recently been put 
out for public comment.  The period of public consultation has just closed.  We are now working to collate that 
feedback, which will go to Cabinet shortly, and then that, too, will arrive in Parliament, as will the four new 
national parks proposed as part of the Walpole wilderness area.  The Government has ensured that the 
community has had a number of months to comment on the boundaries of all these new national parks and 
consider the management issues.  I am delighted to announce that shortly I will release the indicative boundaries 
for the Hester and Kerr conservation parks, which those local communities are very keen to see.  We are 
delivering on our policy of protecting old-growth forests.   

In our first term of government, we are set to have 30 new national parks.  I compare that with the record of the 
Opposition when in government.  In eight years it created five new national parks.  We are not only creating new 
national parks, but also ensuring that the parks have proper facilities so that people can enjoy them and can see 
the values that we are protecting.  The Government has allocated $25 million to these new national parks, and 
the Department of Conservation and Land Management has had the biggest capital injection ever for its national 
parks.  Indeed, in the budget that has just been brought down, $37.5 million has been allocated over the next four 
years for work in national parks, nature reserves and marine parks.  However, we are not concentrating just on 
the new national parks.  There is also money in the budget for Purnululu, Karijini and, closer to home, Nambung 
National Parks.  We all deserve a world-class system of national parks and our Labor Government will deliver 
on that.  
 


